CONCLUSION.

shadow of a despotism, it was a despotism not of the
sword but of law; a despotism not chilling and blighting,
but one which, in Germany at least, looked with favour
on municipal freedom, and everywhere did its best for
learning, for religion, for intelligence; a despotism not
hereditary, but one which constantly maintained in theory
the principle that he should rule who was found the
fittest. To praise or to decry the Empire as a despotic
power is to misunderstand it altogether. We need not,
because an unbounded prerogative was useful in ages of
turbulence, advocate it now; nor -need we, with Sismondi,
blame the Frankish conqueror because he granted no
'constitutional charter* to all the nations that obeyed
him. Like the Papacy, the Empire expressed the poli-
tical ideas of a time, and not of all time : like the Papacy,
it decayed when those ideas changed; when men became
more capable of rational liberty; when thought grew
stronger, and the spiritual nature shook itself more free
from the bonds of sense.

The influence of the Empire upon Germany is a sub-
ject too wide to be more than glanced at. There is
much to make it appear altogether unfortunate. For
many generations the flower of Teutonic chivalry crossed
the Alps to perish by the sword of the Lombards, or the
deadlier fevers of Rome. Italy terribly avenged the
wrongs she suffered. Those who destroyed the national
existence of another people forfeited their own: the Ger-
man kingdom, crushed beneath the weight of the Roman
Empire, could never recover strength enough to form a
compact and united monarchy, such as arose elsewhere in
Europe : the race whom their neighbours had feared and
obeyed till the fourteenth century saw themselves, down
even to our own day, the prey of intestine feuds and their
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